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18 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

COVID-19 Update 
 

Schools to remain open 
Today the Prime Minister confirmed that schools will remain open. Mr Morrison said that 
existing measures in place must remain for six months and that any closure would have 
“severe” ramifications for the country. “Whatever we do, we've got to do for six months. 
The disruption to schools would be severe. If schools were to close, there would be a 30% 
impact on health workers,” he said. “Do the right thing. There is a national public interest in 
keeping schools open. That is the advice”. 
 

So Lakes Grammar will remain open and deliver lessons as usual. The cancellations of 
school events and activities that I announced on Monday will still be in place. Mr Samways 
will meet with Senior School year groups tomorrow to remind them of hygiene practices, 
social distancing, as far as is possible in a school, and show them how to access Microsoft 
Teams for online lessons when needed. Likewise, Junior School students continue to be 
reminded of hygiene practices, social distancing and have been logging in to SeeSaw 
during class lessons to build their familiarity with the platform. SeeSaw logins for students 
will be emailed home to families shortly, however, the full use of SeeSaw will only be 
implemented if there is a school closure. 
 

Students should continue to attend school unless: they are sick; they have been in contact 
with someone who has the virus; they have returned from overseas; or there is someone in 
the family with serious health vulnerabilities. We respect the decisions of parents who feel 
it is best to keep children home. Please inform us about any of these by emailing 
pa@lakes.nsw.edu.au.  
 

We are endeavouring to provide online learning for those students. However, this cannot be 
a full curriculum. Teachers are still preparing lessons for face-to-face teaching and 
maintaining the many other tasks related to teaching. They are under strain but are fully 
dedicated to keeping our students learning. Information for online learning can be found at 
http://intranet.lakes.nsw.edu.au/online.  
 
Cross Country 
As you will be aware, the Cross Country (20 March)  and Athletics Carnivals (JS 30 March 
and SS 31 March) have been cancelled. Students should wear normal school uniform on 
these days. 
 
Bubblers 
Please send your child to school with a full drink bottle, which can be refilled at the bottle 
refilling stations we have. We will be closing off the bubblers from this Friday as they are a 
site for possible transmission of the virus. 
 
Textbooks and Mobile devices 
We remind you that Senior School students are required to have the textbooks or eBooks 
listed for each course. Every Senior School student is also required to have a mobile 
device (not just a smartphone) for use at school and to bring it every day. These are 
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particularly important now when it is possible that we may need to go to online learning 
without much notice or a student may need to self-isolate. 
 
Equipment for classes 
Students in the Senior School must bring all the equipment they need. We can't lend items 
such as pens and rulers at the present time. 
 
Uniform Shop – Alinta 
We encourage you to order online if you need new uniform items. If you do attend in 
person, only one person at a time will be allowed inside the shop. If there are people 
waiting outside, please keep safe distances apart. 
 
2nd Hand Uniform Shop 
The 2nd Hand Uniform Shop will be closed for the remainder of Term 1. If you are in need 
of school uniform items please send an email to admin@lakes.nsw.edu.au and the school 
office will forward your email enquiry to the relevant people. 
 
Canteens 
If your child needs a lunch order, please use Flexischools to order online. We would like to 
reduce the number of students lining up at the canteen to order or buy lunch. This will help 
us to avoid the next step of completely discontinuing over the counter purchases.  
 
Communication 
This letter and all other communications from the school to families about this will be 
accessible on the school website www.lakes.nsw.edu.au on the front page. Look for the 
heading COVID-19 PARENT COMMUNICATION. We have also placed here links to a 
number of useful websites. 
 
Support 
Remember that if you or your child needs emotional or spiritual support, our school 
psychologists and chaplains are available by phone. 
 
Dr Michael Carr-Greg is a highly respected Australian child and adolescent psychologist. 
He has some suggestions for parents for talking about this issue with your children: 
https://schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-coronavirus 
 
Thank you for your support as we all work through this together, with our prime concern 
being the health of our school and wider community and the continued learning of our 
students. 
 

 
Michael Hannah 
Principal 
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